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A. Read the following passage and answer the following questions:                  5 marks  

A long time ago, in Akbar's kingdom a man named Birbal was famous for his sense of humour and wit. 

Once, a highly learned man came to Akbar's court and challenged Birbal to answer a question. He wanted 

to test Birbal and find out whether he was as clever as the legends about him. Birbal accepted the man's 

challenge. 

 

The learned man asked Birbal, "Tell me, would you like to answer one hundred simple questions or a single 

difficult one?" Akbar and Birbal had a long, tough day and they were in a hurry to wind up their court, so 

Birbal said, "O learned one! Go ahead and ask me just one difficult question." 

 

"Who came first-the chicken or the egg?" came the question. Birbal replied to the question without giving a 

second thought. "The chicken," he said. The learned man stood there, confused at such a swift answer. 

"How do you know?" he said. "We agreed to just one question," replied Birbal, "and you have already 

asked me that. I do not need to answer any more questions." The learned man was left speechless by 

Birbal's witty reply. 

 

1. Answer the following questions: 

a. Why was Birbal famous? 

b. Why did the learned man challenge Birbal? 

2. From the passage write the opposites of the following words: 

a. Double  

b. Foolish 

3. From, the passage, write the similar meaning words of the following: 

a. Knowledgeable  

b. Dare 

 

B. Underline the adverbs and write their kinds:                                                         5 marks  

a. I usually wash my clothes myself. 

b. My father is watching TV upstairs. 

c. He is not feeling well. 

d. Prem ate my lunch greedily. 

e. I recently heard the news. 

 

C. Tick (  ) the correct prepositions:                                                                               5 marks  

a. Look ( at /for) the board. 

b. It is 7 O’clock ( by/ on) my watch. 

c. The star shines ( at/ in) the sky. 

d. He is suffering ( with/ from) fever. 



e. There is a bridge ( on/over) the river. 

 

D. Fill in the blanks with suitable conjunction:                                                          5 marks  

a. Wait here _______________ he comes. 

b. They won’t come ___________________ you invite them. 

c. He went straight _____________________ turned left. 

d. I went to bed early __________________ I was tired. 

e. Mr Sharma rented his house ____________________ he could get extra income. 

 


